Purchase and Transfer of Development Rights

We are trying to prove the owners have no right to develop the golf course because of a covenant to keep it as permanent open space, but………what if we lose that battle? There is still another way.

Pierce County is creating a program to save farm land and urban open spaces by purchasing the right to put houses on these properties and transferring those development rights to other areas already planned for high density housing. For example, this program may make it possible to purchase the development rights of a certain golf course and sell or transfer them to a condominium project in downtown Tacoma.

We think this program is good for Northeast Tacoma even if it isn’t needed to save the golf course. It could stop development of dwindling open space in residential areas like ours in exchange for added stories to a high rise condominium in an area already planned for high population density.
Here are the four steps needed to create this program and how we can help:
1. A Pierce county committee has already approved the ordinance establishing this program and has forwarded it to the full council. Obviously, no action is needed by us.

2. This policy ordinance must pass the full council. But this seems assured because five council members on the committee voted for it and five is a majority of the full council.  A moderate turnout would signal our support.

3. A separate funding or bond ordinance must also pass the full council. We will let you know if a big turnout is needed to help this get passed.
4. The full ordinance must be approved by the voters in an election in March or next fall. Of course this means a modest increase in property taxes. We will definitely have to work hard to get this passed. 

Preserving open space by purchasing and transferring development rights is a contingency plan that deserves our support.

