NORTHSHORE FIGHT IS LIKE DAVID VS. GOLIATH
Federal Way Mirror, August 18, 2007
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On Saturday afternoon August 4 around 250 residents from the Federal Way/NE Tacoma area met at the Meeker Middle School to continue their protest against the proposed development of the North Shore Golf Course.   This proposal by the North Shore Investors to be executed by Sound Builders would be the largest development in Tacoma’s history. Some 860 tightly packed duplexes, fourplexes and small homes would replace the area’s beloved golf course. The impact on the community’s infrastructure is expected to be overwhelming and there are adverse ecological issues. 
The developer’s application had been submitted just a day before the Tacoma City Council enacted a moratorium to allow time to modify their outdated building codes to reflect modern open space, density and ecological guidelines. The city subsequently rejected the developer’s application as not properly addressing ecological issues. The developer then successfully appealed this rejection to a Hearing Examiner.  Tacoma’s City Attorneys in turn have appealed this decision to the Pierce County Superior Court.

This will tie the appeal issue up for several months and the overall dispute may play out in the courts for years. Meanwhile Save NE Tacoma, a tightly knit organization of homeowners from the Federal Way, Browns Point and NE Tacoma areas, is working hard to resist the planned development.  Legal consul has been retained and several task forces established to study the crucial issues.    
Saturday’s rally was a combination informational and fund raising function. Team leaders  addressed the crowd with an appraisal of the current status and words of encouragement. Then all marched down the hill to a street adjacent to the golf course for a block party.  A great barbecue, raffles, kids’ parade and entertainment by a local rock band ensued.  At days end all were hot and tired but left resolved to continue the struggle with added vigor.
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