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	Mother Nature vs. North Shore 
As the controversy over the development of high density housing on the North Shore Golf Course heats up, Mother Nature served a warning. 
A 2.24-inch deluge of rain fell on the golf course in a 24-hour period on Dec. 3. The existing storm water retention system was overwhelmed and flooding occurred in a number of areas throughout the course ranging from 6 inches to 3 feet in depth. 
The real wake-up call was delivered to the nearby Kitsap Peninsula. There, preceded by a foot of snow, more than 15 inches of rain fell in 24 hours. This precipitation was at record levels, but still may not have been the dreaded “100 years” storm. 
What would happen if a deluge of this level finds the North Shore Golf Course in the future? The result could be wall-to-wall flooding. Course level apartments in the On the Green complex would be engulfed. The levee to the north provided by the Northshore Parkway fill probably would overflow and the Joe’s Creek corridor would be inundated. Maybe massive flows to the south over 33rd Avenue NE would reach low level housing in that area. 
How does the developer propose to dodge this potential disaster? They plan to level and fill the course. This will not alleviate the flooding situation. Leveling and filling was accomplished when the golf course was constructed and it only served to raise the flooding level. Ground water will still seek low spots at the peril of adjacent properties. 
“The more stuff you put in a flood plain, the higher the water will rise,” said David Montgomery, a scientist at the University of Washington. 
The developer could attempt to provide sufficient on-site storage for transient storm waters, allowing for a controlled release. What would the required size of the storage ponds be? Fifteen inches of rain over the course’s area of 115 acres plus a 10 percent runoff from the surrounding hills would result in around 160 acre-feet of standing water. So a single pond of 8 feet in depth would need to be 20 acres in area. Not a pretty picture and encompassing some 18 percent of the total course area an economic killer. 
The bottom line is that the golf course is just too wet and flood-prone to be a viable building site. We should pay heed to the lessons just learned in Lewis County; don’t build in areas subject to flooding. If scientists studying climate change are right, the region can expect more winter rainstorms in decades ahead. 
“More frequent downpours, fueled by global warning, would leave Washington even more vulnerable to dangerous flooding in years to come,” said Bill Laborde, program director for Environment Washington. 
It is unlikely that Mother Nature will be amenable to mitigation and Soggy Bottom will remain so. 
Gene B. Foster, Northeast Tacoma 
 

 

 


