Recreation



I believe that public schools should not be allowed to help fulfill the public recreation requirement.  In table 3.2-3, three public schools are listed as public parks.  Are these school facilities funded by Metro Parks?  So am I to assume that all public school outdoor recreational facilities are "public parks", and that I can use these facilities 7 days a week during daylight hours?  What would happen if I entered those facilities during school hours?  I would be asked to leave, and rightly so, these are not "public" recreation facilities or parks.  The WA State Statutory law RCW 28A.335.090 states, "The board of directors of each school district shall have EXCLUSIVE control of all school property, real or personal, belonging to the district,.....".  I have no doubt that if vandalism were to start taking place at a school facility, that school would stop sharing it's recreational facilities with the public.



Why does the City of Tacoma have to factor in school recreational facilities in the first place?  The answer, unfortunately is very simple, they have not considered the children of NE Tacoma a priority.  They have allowed development to occur in NE Tacoma without making sure that pieces of land were put aside for community parks, soccer, baseball, and football fields.  There are NO lighted sports fields in NE Tacoma and all fields only exist on school property.



I live on the 10th fairway of the Northshore golf course and it is so nice to see young adults out on the course with their parents or high school golf teams using the facilities and even the very young children  hiting buckets of balls at the driving range and practicing on the "free" putting green.



This is a finished, complete PRD in NE Tacoma, the owners of the golf course signed agreements to that fact in 1981.  Do the math, it was always to count as our open space.



I think it is about time the City of Tacoma starting putting it's citizens, especially the children first.
